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January 12, 2021  
 
Dear families and staff: 
 
I hope this communication finds you healthy and safe. I recognize that there is great deal of commentary on local 
and national news outlets regarding vaccinations and quarantining as it relates to school settings. While we await 
more detailed information, I thought it would be helpful to share what we know thus far. 
 
Vaccinations 
As you have likely heard, there is a tiered approach to vaccinations which prioritizes certain groups for access. The 
tier known as category “1A” in Connecticut currently has access to the vaccines. This category is mostly comprised 
of frontline health care workers, first responders, and older adults living in congregate settings. Category 1A also 
includes school nurses as eligible for the vaccine and, as a result, our school nurses currently have access. Category 
1A does not include teachers or other school staff. In general, school staff are being considered “essential workers” 
and will likely be eligible for the next priority tier, category “1B.” It remains unclear as to the specific timeline for 
South Windsor teachers and school staff to have access to the vaccines, but more information on a timeline will be 
forthcoming very soon. We continue to work very closely with our local health department to ensure that our staff 
will have access as soon as it is practicable. 
 
Quarantining 
Recently, the CDC published new guidelines associated with the length of time one needs to quarantine after being 
deemed a close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. In turn, the State has indicated that 
Connecticut school districts may reduce their quarantine period if advised to do so by their local health 
department. Currently, the South Windsor Health Department is recommending that we maintain the 14-day 
quarantine period rather than lowering it to 10 days. I am in support of this decision. While it may be tempting to 
lower the threshold for the sake of convenience, our health department feels it would not be prudent to do so at 
this time. Specifically, it is ill-timed to introduce a lower threshold for quarantining immediately following the 
holidays when cases are climbing as a result. This decision will certainly be reviewed each month and may be 
revised, but for the month of January the department believes it is ill-advised to take a different course of action. 
It should also be noted that the Connecticut Department of Public Health is advising that student athletes 
participating in school sports who are deemed to be a close contact quarantine for the full 14 days prior to re-
engaging in athletic activities regardless if a shorter quarantine period is being adopted for school admittance. 
 
A note about quarantining…  
Quarantining has been an extremely important mitigation strategy and one that has thus far precluded South 
Windsor from announcing full school or districtwide closures. It is without question, however, an inconvenience. I 
would like to thank the countless students, families, and staff who have not only complied with the quarantining 
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requirements to keep others safe and our schools open, but for doing so with such grace. To date, 399 students 
and 101 staff members have had to quarantine as result of being deemed a close contact due to potential exposure 
at school (the numbers grow significantly when including those who have quarantined due to potential exposure 
outside of school). Our school principals, administrators, and nurses who have conducted the contact tracing since 
September all report how graciously the notification of these abrupt disruptions were accepted by families and 
staff as well as the degree to which thinking of others was at the core of individuals’ responses.   
 
I thank you in advance for your continued graciousness and generosity of spirit when you receive a call from one 
of our staff indicating that quarantining is necessary. Thank you for keeping others safe and our schools open.   
 

 
Kate Carter, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


